Failure of pacemaker electrode leads.
With the application of new power sources to pacemakers, considerable improvement has been achieved in the theoretical implant lifetime of current pulse generators, and equally reliable electrode leads will be necessary to ensure long-term pacing. The durability of the electrodes implanted in the past ten years in this centre has been carefully studied. The findings suggest that the use of a more durable conductor material and development of the concept of a 'fail safe' lead (using multi-filament conductors or a secondary conductive pathway along the electrode) will be necessary to match with the implant lifetime of the newer pulse generators. The diagnosis and management of broken conductors is discussed.